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Things  are  visible,  but  it  does  not  mean that  we  know something.  Only  realisation  based on 
experience allows to  undifferentiate between the intial  and resultant. Simultaneously we lean 
towards a call for going on a journey from what is broken to what is complete. We might consider a 
painting, an image, an icon as a sign of our duty of making that journey.

Henry  Wuorila-Stenberg  has  throdden  a  long  road  in  his  paintings  through  realism  and 
expressionism.  There  was  on  the  way  also  a  yearning  for  abandoning,  to  stop  at  emptiness. 
Eventually, the painter wants to keep and hold on to two things, the motive and painting as a verb,  
to paint. These two are not anymore contamined by a Realism of Courbet or Millet, or, since the 
realiser  of  a  Cezanne,  by  any  modernist  compulsive  dysorder  of  perpetual  self-renewal.  The 
challenges, that painting reflects reality and discloses it, were announcements given in history. The 
answers in painting, however, must be adjusted to a personal life, not only as adjusting to other, 
but as an atonement with one self. For Wuorila-Stenberg painting is a path of life. If we are able to 
accept such a static medium as painting to be compared to a path to be taken – and for a moment  
forgetting what might happen in the studio – this shift is no small step. What is a thing for one is a 
process for another. Wuorila-Stenberg is a painter of correspondences, the world that the painting 
resonates to, however private and personal, is offered as a law considering encountering suffering, 
the unclear and sombre of dreaming even if awake as well. This is a law. Wuorila-Stenberg  does,  
after all, as the French realists before him, transforms his motives for the most important contents 
of thinking. Painting is no nothing suited to futility. 

I am reading drawings and paintings by Wuorila –Stenbergs teckningar och målningar as a manual 
for beauty we do not yet see, but must be there. The painter takes important roadsigns of his life,  
examples and symbols. Christ, Job, Saint Maria from Egypt are each suffering being that begs for  
help, that repent and prays for peace. Beauty is an experience of an invisible one-ness.
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